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YOUR DISTRICT
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 Beth Spratt, Outreach Coordinator – Farm to School, Division of Food, Nutrition and 
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SCHOOLS ACROSS U.S. THROW AWAY 

ONE BILLION UNOPENED FOOD ITEMS 

PER YEAR!!!



We teach our students that food has nutritional value……….

but then we train them to treat it as trash by not providing an 

alternative.



WHY?
 The Federal Law was unclear about school 
food donations before November 2011, and 
while it is now clear, it is not widely known.

 Fear of time commitment to begin the program

 Concern meeting health department standards
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School Food Rescue Programs

Good News! 





BENEFITS

Environment

Feed local hungry, not landfill

Teaching value of food 



ADDRESSES
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS





CASE STUDY:  BEACHSIDE 
MONTESSORI VILLAGE 

• Sustainability class studying food 

systems

• Food in landfill creates methane 

gas, 21 times more potent than 

CO2.

• BMV threw away on average 

52,020 unopened food items. 

Releasing over 6,000lbs. of 

greenhouse gas each year.



HOW DID 

WE DO IT?

 School Based Team 

 Supplies: Refrigerator & salad bar cart ( B-stock)

 Volunteers

 Spread the word: School assemblies

 Food Share & Donate 3 times/week



ONE ACTION

Empowers children to reduce greenhouse gases and 

feed the hungry.

For assistance in beginning a program in your district:

elaine.fiore@browardschools.com



• Helps students improve their access to 

wholesome foods; 

• Provides surplus food to local 

volunteer and nonprofit organizations 

for distribution;

• Offers healthier food options 

to those in need; and

• Reduces food waste. 

FDACS’ Food Recovery 

Program in Schools



Food Recovery Strategies
Source Reduction

School Nutrition Professionals:

Teachers and Administrators: 
Do a class project  -

Student Food Waste 

Audit and Challenge

Learn about food -

school gardens, 

FoodRescue.Net

tracking tool

Visit local food producers Schedule recess before 

lunch

Buy what you need 

(USDA Food Buying 

Guide) 

Market you meals

Give kids a choice Cut fruit into smaller 

pieces



Food Recovery Strategies
Share Tables

• Not a food donation program! A food waste reduction activity

• Designated stations where children may return whole and/or 

unopened food or beverage items they choose not to eat.

• These items are then made available to other children who may want 

or need another serving during or after the meal service.

• The USDA expressly allows children to take additional items from 

the share table, at no cost, to consume immediately or later in 

another location. You may request to have the USDA memo 

regarding Share Tables emailed upon request. 

• Items left on the share table may be served and claimed for 

reimbursement during another meal service.

• Need approval from Local Health Department as counties differing 

have rules.



Food Recovery Strategies
Donations: How Can Schools Donate Leftover Food to 

Food Bank and Pantries?

Step 1: Review the following:

• USDA memo allowing for the donation of USDA foods (regardless of program) to non-profit agencies 

(i.e. food pantries and soup kitchens).

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

• The Why Reduce Food Waste in Schools? Flyer at FoodRescue.net. 

Step 2: Contact your Food Service Director and discuss your plans for developing a food waste diversion 

program together. 

• Bring copies of the USDA memo and the flyer.

• Link to an open letter to school administrators at FoodRescue.net. 

Step 3: Reach out to your local health department. They can provide you with guidelines on how to donate 

food to a non-profit organization. 

Step 4: Arrange a meeting between the school and a non-profit food pantry to discuss scheduling regular 

pick-ups. You may also want you to have a written agreement with the non-profit you wish to work with. 

Step 5: Bring your plan to the school district. They can then make food donations from your school (or all 

schools) a district policy. 

Copies of all resource (USDA memos, flyers, etc.) can be emailed upon request 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/1791
http://www.foodrescue.net/uploads/4/3/2/6/43260919/k12_new_program_tips.pdf
http://www.foodrescue.net/open-letter-to-schools.html


This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

For More Information On How Your 

School Can Reduce Food Waste, 

Please Contact:

Melanie Mason 

Food Recovery Specialist  

(850) 617-7165

Melanie.Mason@FreshFromFlorida.com

mailto:Melanie.Mason@FreshFromFlorida.com

